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" 0 Great Ape/' I prayed, " receive the soul of Atmu!
Let his bark mingle with your divine growl. Let his tail
wag among your thousand sacred ones ! "

I danced around the flames, and beat a funeral air upon
my buttocks. The rays of the sun united with the tongues of
the flames and the ashes of Atmu.

Gradually, my dance of death changed into a dance of
life. The forest resounded with my triumph.